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Consider It All Joy  

I invite you to consider joining us for midweek Lenten worship services 
starting Ash Wednesday. During the season of Lent, I will be preaching on 
the book of James. One of the reasons I picked preach to the book of James 
is that it’s one of the most practical books in the Bible. This letter from the 
brother of Jesus, and the leader of Jewish Christians in the city of 
Jerusalem, applies the teachings of Jesus to everyday life. And given all the 
medical problems I’ve had the last couple months there is one word of 
encouragement in the book of James that I have struggled to apply over 
and over again, and has to do with experiencing joy in the midst of trials: 

  

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4 

 

 As I write this brief note I’m celebrating the fact it’s the last day I’m taking Prednisone. And even though I 
appreciate the healing effects of steroids in my system, the side effects have been brutal. I feel as though 
an enormous burden has been lifted from me as the steroids disappear from my bloodstream.  

 

Not only by celebrating getting off Prednisone, I celebrate feeling better than I have in months. Over the 
last two days I can feel the sickness leaving my body quickly. Today is only the second day since 
December 26th that I haven't been forced to listen to the crackles and wheezes that have accompanied 
every breath. Since Monday morning I haven't had to struggle my way through a barrage of coughs that 
have been racking my body to the point of nausea. For the first time in several weeks it feels like my body 
and mind seem to be getting along. Sitting here in my office at St. Michael’s I don't feel a desperate need to 



question every sensation, thought, word, or every action. And I don’t feel like I have to fight every 
agitated Touerretes like tic that seemed to surge through my skin and bones like an unstoppable force. I 
feel liberated from the fear that I am going to infect anyone I meet. And long-standing feelings of isolation 
and utter boredom have been replaced with a sense of delight as I get my life back on track.  

 

Don’t get me wrong, I still throughout the day. I'm guessing this cough is going to hang on throughout the 
season of Lent. During the Middle Ages preaching and teaching of the church was done in Latin, and it 
was common people to encourage each other with these words, “Memento Mori!”, “Remember, you will 
die”!  They did this to remind each other to be humble before God and other people, and to treat each day 
as a precious gift from God. So, I wouldn’t be surprised if the next couple months my body will try to keep 
me grounded by saying in its own special way “Remember - you will die!  (Cough) Remember - you will 
die! (Cough).” 

 

Throughout this medical adventure I think I’ve learned some good things about growing in the faith, 
especially what it means to “count it all joy”.  But I think those lessons have come about as a result of 
actively recounting the memory of faithful Christians I've known who have fought much fiercer battles 
than I have. I just don’t feel like I’ve been working really hard to develop new insights or skills related to 
perseverance and joy. Rather, I look back and I realize I’ve been reminded over and over again of how 
God has blessed to be with so many generous and faithful people who have joined me in my journey 
through life. And during these last couple of months their presence has been palpable. 

 

In the Army they used to stress that you need to "train like you will fight". As I look over the last couple of 
months, having its best to understand my experience with these annoying little illnesses as training for 
the real battles ahead. And after all is said and done, I have come to understand that when the time comes 
for me to endure the real deal, there will be many Holy Ones cheering me on! And that experience going 
through this with my brothers and sisters in Christ, both in heaven and on earth, gives me a level of joy 
and peace that only God can give. As you go through your journey, with all its ups and downs, I pray that 
you will learn to “count it all joy” as well, knowing that God is building you up, and giving you an 
opportunity to celebrate the presence of his saints, in this world and the next. Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

OUR GROUPS AND COMMITTEES-JOIN US! 

Altar Guild:  We provide flowers each Sunday and prepare for 
communion, baptisms, funerals, church holidays and 
decorating the sanctuary and narthex for all church seasons.  
President:  Denise Kuehl, 920-988-3129.  Secretary: Jeanne 
Malterer 920-349-8853.  Treasurer:  Bob Scharnell 920-349-
3302.  Trustee:  Anita Back 920-349-3729.  Trustee:  Darlene 
Pieper, 920-625-6625.  Trustee:  Merlin Pieper, 920-485-
0287.  If you would like to donate flowers for any occasion, 
call any one of us!  Meets every third Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA:  President:  Ruth Pieper, 920-485-
0287.  Treasurer:  Anita Back, 920-349-3729.  Secretary:  
Marian Scharnell, 920-349-3302.  Mission & Growth:  Ruth 
Hintz 920625-3783.  Trustee:  Darlene Pieper, 920-625-6625.  
All confirmed women are warmly welcomed to all meetings!  
Calenders are posted throughout church. Our organization 
includes Lutheran women who gather for service, study, 
advocacy, fellowship and more.  WELCA embraces all kinds of 
ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to 
act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  To learn more, visit: 
WOMEN.ELCA@ELCA.ORG 
 
GATHERING THREADS:  A group of women who share the 
blessing of and passion for quilting!  Anita Back, Marian 
Scharnell, Jeanne Malterer, Ruth Hintz, Sheila Falkenthal, 
Debbie Kendhammer, and Shirley Riotta make up this group.  
These quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief who disperses 
them all over the world.  Gathering and quilting is every 
Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 
KROWS:  WORK spelled backward!  They are involved in all 
kinds of projects for the church.  Members:   President:  Roy 
Rosenthal 920-625-3032, Bob Back, 920-349-3729,  Earl Diels 
920-349-3990.  Merlin Pieper 920-485-028, and Doug 
Kendhammer 920-349-3223. 
 

 
ORGANIST:   Ryan Nelson .    CHOIR DIRECTOR:   Sarah Nelson. 

 
As a congregation gathered together in the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we worship and 
praise Him!  Everyone has a unique talent and our hearts collectively offer our time and talents in His 
name.   TO GOD BE THE Glory! 

 
 

 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Daniel Vojta M. 

Div. LMFT  

danielvojta@gmail.com 

262-510-3915 

 

Glen Falkenthal, President 
falkenthalg@hustisford.k12.wi.us 
920-988-0313 
 

Tessa Pieper, Vice President 

pieper_tessa@hotmail.com 

920-710-4711 

 

Jill Anderson,  Treasurer 

jillan56@charter.net 

920-723-6942 

 

Danielle Lenhardt,  Secretary 

djl1976@frontier.com 

920-382-0180 

 

Bob Back, Trustee 

gila6x6elk@yahoo.com 

920-349-3729 

 

Roy Rosenthal, Trustee 

roym52@hotmail.com 

920-625-3032 

 

 
 
Denise Kuehl, Church Secretary 

and Facebook Administrator 

stmichaelssecretary@gmail.com 

or denisekuehl@charter.net 
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Roy Rosenthal – March 4      Kelly Kreitzman – March 13   Nancy Connolly – March 13 

Sheila Falkenthal – March 13     Tessa Pieper – March 27 

 

                     In Our Prayers 
 
 Sharry Lenhardt, Niel Jensen, Bob Back, John Metzger, Arlene Jackson, Mary 
Nelson, Andrew Heckl, Megan Kreitzman, Braydon Stacey, Jean Doerfert, and 
Wendy Hattori. 
 

 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him and I am helped. 

          Psalm 28:7 

Thanks to all who helped in any way with the Red Cross Blood Drive held here Tuesday, February 19th!   Some 

of you provided food for lunch, some worked at the blood drive and some donated blood.  You ALL helped to make 

it a success!  We collected 28 units of blood which has the potential to save 84 lives!  So we can be very proud of the 

results!  The next Blood Drive will be here in July.   

Ruth Ann Pieper, Red Cross Blood Drive Chairman. 

 

 

 

The Lent Season starts with Ash Wednesday, March 6th.   Worship for STM will be at 7:00 p.m.  Worship at 

Zion will be at 5:30 p.m.  On the following Wednesday nights, worship will be here at STM at 6:30 p.m. with a 

Soup/Sandwich Supper from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  Zion will be worshiping with us this year, so there will be no 

Wednesday evening services there. 



        

 
Church Council Meeting for Feb 11, 2019 

 
I. Called to order by Glen at 6:40pm.  
II. Agenda needs to add Easter Breakfast 
Jill motion Second by Roy to approve meeting agenda.  
III. Bob sent out Jan meeting mins will approve those as printed 
IV. Financial Report....Looks like we have some money but we have to send out mission money looking 
like 6,000 on annual report for missions pay out.  
Nothing has been paid on line of credit. Roy talked about copy machine and should we look into leasing... 
does the lease include fixing toner and etc. He will look into checking into buying one over leasing.  
Roy was questioning insurance because they can’t find where the church is worth so much money. That’s 
why nobody can under ride it because there is no value.  
We should look into it... State Farm said keep it.  
Financial report approved as submitted.  
V. Discussion on loan... looking at 15 year refinancing after looking at saving 300 per month  
Bob makes a motion to refinance second by Roy going to Hustisford State Bank. Glen will go to the bank. 
After all done put in newsletter.  
VI. Bucket 
Roy motion second Dani for bucket recipients 
Bread and Roses 
2.Pave 
EMS 
4.Food Pantry 50/50 to both in Horicon 
5.Birdseed Backpacks 
Hatti Missionaries  
VII. Pastor talked about his health. Highlighting psalm 138... it’s hard to put these items online. Ryan and I 
have started Lent services.  
VIII. Sunday School : Children should be singing on March 24 since no Sunday School because of Irish 
Dinner.  
IX. Lent Services... Ash Wed here 
Ryan and Pastor working 
Easter Breakfast will be served by the church council : Eggs sausage fruit French toast coffee juice. Ask 
people to bring sweets. This will happen after worship.  
X. No conflict with school 
XI. Synod Assembly delegates. Danielle Lenhardt and Don Baumann will looking into going since no one 
else has come forward.  
XII. Joint Meeting with Zion this coming spring looking like May. Look at doing it after one of our 
meetings. Talk about next month.  
XIII. Jill has note to add for newsletter to add. Nice for people to know that people are great full.  
Community Hall asked if we could do ice cream after fish fry. Jill will be looking into this.  
 
Next meeting March 11, 2019 
Motion by Bob second by Roy to end meeting.  
 
Respectful Submitted by Danielle Lenhardt Church Secretary  



 
 

MISSION MOMENT 

Each year we present our Seminarians with gifts from the Seminarian Assistance Fund.  Thank you for 
your generosity for this important ministry.  We were overwhelmed by these thank you notes from our 
seminarians and wanted to share this deep gratitude with you, our congregations who have been 
generous with your support of this mission to raise up leaders in our synod.  The following are 
seminarians assigned to our synod who are currently in our candidacy process.  Please hold them in your 
prayers!  And if you are interested in how to make contributions to the Seminarian Assistance Fund, 
please contact our synod office and ask to speak to Robyn Zimmerman who supports the candidates and 
candidacy committee at 608-270-0201 or email her at:  robynz@scsw-elca.org.  

We have received these letters of gratitude from our Seminarians who received Seminarian Assistance 
due to the generosity of many of our congregations.  We share them here!  

“Dear Candidacy Committee, I wish to thank you for the donation for the Seminarian Assistance Fund for 
my expenses at Wartburg Theological Seminary for this spring.  This gift will help defray the cost of my 
tuition.  I am truly blessed to have so much support, both financially and spiritually for my faith journey.  
Peace & Blessings,”   Kathi Mathews Risley, Sauk City, WI  

“Dear Candidacy Committee, Thank you very much for the assistance check through the Seminarian 
Assistance Fund.  The funds were so helpful to me this month to help me not only cover my expenses for 
the month of January, but also to purchase text books for my J-Term intensive and spring classes.  This 
has made such a huge difference for me.  Thank you!  An thank you for all that you do for seminarians.  
Blessings,”   Jessica Putland, Minneapolis, MN   
 

“Dear the Men of St. Peter and SCSW Candidacy Committee, Thank you so much for your generous 
support.  It will help me as I continue my seminary journey and now as I begin internship.  Thank you so 
much!  Blessings,”   Jose Rodriguez, Chicago, IL  

“Siblings in Christ, Our family would like to express our deep gratitude to all who were involved in 
sending us this amazing gift of support.  This gift of the Seminarian Assistance Fund is so amazing and 
each year our works of thanks fall short in expressing how much it means to us.  The support given to us 
in this way, and though many other expressions of love and care, has made this seminary journey 
possible for us.  Your impact upon us will continue to shape our ministry in the future.  So THANK YOU to 
the synod staff, the donors, those who formed and manage the Seminarian Assistance Fund and to each 
and every person who continues to make it possible for us to answer this call.  We send you our love and 
hold you in our hearts as we continue to walk this journey.  In gratitude, “ Derek, Rebecca & Theodore 
Rostenstiel, Dubuque, IA  

“Dear Candidacy Committee, I want to take a moment to express my sincere gratitude for the generous 
support of the South-Central Synod throughout my seminary journey.  I truly could not have made it 
through this degree without the prayerful and financial support of this community.  I will use this check 
to fund my second semester course on Christian Leadership.  Wishing you all God’s blessings for the start 
of the new year!”  Ryan Panzer, Madison, WI  

“Dear Contributors to the Seminary Assistance Fund, I want to extend my deep gratitude for your 
generosity and support on this journey towards fulltime ministry.  You are a true blessing and thank God 
is working through you. Holding you all in prayer.”  Blessings, Jamie Benson, St. Paul, MN. 



 

                                  JANUARY TREASURER REPORT 

 

January 2019         
            
General Fund Income          
    Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 MTD  

  
Offering
s  

$4,962.4
6 $1,648.00 

$1,254.0
0 

$1,249.0
0 $0.00 

$9,113.4
6  

  Loose Plate $33.01 $20.00 $23.00 $0.00 $0.00 $76.01  
  Donations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  
  Bucket  $9.39 $5.97 $11.67 $7.65 $0.00 $34.68  
  Memorials $20.00 $100.00 $20.00 $20.00 $0.00 $160.00  
  Other  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  

        

TOTAL
S 

$9,384.1
5  

            

General Fund Expenses     * 
$8,469.2

0  
            
Ending Balance       $914.95  
                   

          
*We need $2304.37/week or $9217.47/month in our general fund offerings to meet our   
regular monthly expenses and our weekly mortgage payments.     

          

Balance on Mortgage (as of 01-31-2019): 
$202,324.3

6      

          
Memorials
:          

 In memory of Jerry Sell from Dan & Denise Kuehl     

 In memory of Eddie Qualmann from Morry & Eileen Schwandt    

 In memory of Dennis Roeber from Dan & Denise Kuehl    
 

 

 



 

MARCH 2019 CALENDAR 

SUNDAY 
 

MONDAY 
 

 TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

THURSDAY FRIDAY 
1 

SATURDAY 
2 
 

3  
STM Worship 
8:00 a.m. S.S. 
9:00 a.m. 
Communion 

4 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 

 

5 
Gathering 
Threads 9:00-
11:00 a.m. 

 

6  Ash 
Wednesday 
STM Worship 
7:00 p.m.  
Communion 
Zion Worship 
5:30 p.m. 

7 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

8 9 
Men’s Bible 
Study Zion 
8:30 a.m. 

 
10 
STM Worship 
8:00 a.m.  S.S. 
9:00 a.m. 
Daylight 
Savings Time 

11 
Church 
Council 
Meeting 6:30 
p.m. 

12 
Gathering 
Threads 9:00-
11:00 a.m. 

 

13   STM & Zion 
midweek Lent  
Service 6:30 
p.m. at STM  
Soup/Sandwich 
Supper 5:30 
 

14 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

15 16 

17 
STM Worship 
8:00 a.m.  S.S. 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Communion 

18 
Women’s 
Bible Study  
STM 6:30 
p.m. 

 

19 
Gathering 
Threads 9:00-
11:00 a.m. 

 

20 
STM & Zion 
midweek Lent 
Service 6:30 
p.m. at STM 
Soup/Sandwich 
Supper 5:30 
p.m. 

21 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

22 23 
Men’s Bible 
Study STM 
8:30 a.m. 

 

24 
STM Worship 
8:00 a.m.  S. S. 
9:00 a.m. 

25 26 
Gathering 
Threads 9:00-
11:00 a.m. 

 

27 
STM and Zion 
Lent Service 
6:30 at STM 
Soup/Sandwich 
Supper 5:30 
p.m. 

28 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

29 30 

31 
STM Worship 
8:00 a.m. 
S.S. 9:00 a.m. 
 
Communion 

      

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD – April 3rd and 10th will continue with Lent Worship Services.  The 17th will be our 

annual Seder Meal at 6:30 p.m.  There is a potluck dinner following the Passover Meal.  Maundy 

Thursday worship, the 18th is at 5:30 p.m.  Good Friday worship, the 19th is at 7:00 p.m.  Easter Worship 

Sunday, April 21st is at 8:00 a.m. with our Church Council serving the Easter Breakfast to follow.  



 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS      

 
Greeter Comm. Asst. Ushers Reader Acolyte Fellowship Counters 

3 
 

Bob Back 

 
Deb 

Falkenthal 
Glen 

Falkenthal 

 
Dan Hintz 

 

 
Glen 

Falkenthal 

 
Hollie 

Lenhardt 

 
Jill Anderson 

 

 
 

Denise, Don 

10 
 

Don 
Baumann 

 
 

  
Dan Kuehl 

Kelly 
Kreitzman 

 
Jeanne 

Malterer 

 
 

Ariel Nelson 

  
Beth, 

Kristine 

17 
 

Nancy 
Connolly 

 
 

Denise Kuehl 
Krystl Held 

 
Tad Rinehart 

Roy 
Rosenthal 

 
Sarah Nelson 

 
 
 

Mia Oleshko 

  
 

Beth, 
Kristine 

24 
 

June Cowen 

  
Jacob 

Anderson 
Mark 

Connolly 

 
Jeanne 

Malterer 

 
Katie 

Rinehart 

  
 
 

Jeanne, Bob 

31 
 

Deb 
Falkenthal 

 
Michelle 
Kluewer 

Terri 
Kreitzman 

 
Earl Diels 

Clay 
Falkenthal 

 
 

Mia Oleshko 

 
 

Allison Heckl 

  
 

Jeanne, Bob 

 

 

BUCKET FUND RECIPIENTS FOR 2019 

1)  Bread and Roses 

2)  PAVE 

3) EMS 

4) Food Pantry 50/50 Horicon 

5) Birdseed Backpacks 

6) Haiti Missionaries 

 

We will be collecting donations for two months per recipient this year. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Spring forward on March 10th-don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

P.O. Box 96 

N4911 Gray Road 

Website:  stmhustisford.org 

Hustisford, WI  53034 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK!  

 

 

 

  

Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America.  We practice open communion. All are welcome at Saint Michael’s. 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


