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Grumblers 
 
 
     Mrs. Grumpty complained bitterly because her friends 
seemed to avoid her, and she just couldn’t understand why.  
If only she could have heard a recording of her own voice, she 
would have known the reason for her unpopularity. She 
always talked about her complaints, weaknesses, aches, and 
pains, and insisted on relating in wearying detail her stay in 
the hospital. 
 
     If you want to keep friends, don’t be a grumbler.  Most 
people have enough problems of their own and don’t need to 
hear all of yours. 
 
     In one of the churches I pastored, a dear old soul expected 
me to visit her at least once a week.  I don’t know of a visit in 
my entire ministry that I dreaded as much as that one.  Every 
week, she insisted on entertaining me with a recital of her five 
surgeries.  She never expressed happiness and joy for her 
current good health or her wonderful recovery, but she 
always went back to her days of suffering.  She seemed to 
“enjoy” poor health.  Incidentally, she lived many more years. 
   
     Today, fix your eyes on the donut, not the hole.  Share 
your joys with others, and leave your troubles with the Lord. 
    
    Taken from Our Daily Bread 

     
  

 

“May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace 

as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

Romans: 15:13 

“Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for 

you.” 

1 Peter 5:9 

 

 



 

 

OUR GROUPS AND COMMITTEES-JOIN US! 

Altar Guild:  We provide flowers each Sunday and prepare 
for communion, baptisms, funerals, church holidays and 
decorating the sanctuary and narthex for all church seasons.  
President:  Denise Kuehl, 920-988-3129.  Secretary: Jeanne 
Malterer 920-349-8853.  Treasurer:  Bob Scharnell 920-349-
3302.  Trustee:  Anita Back 920-349-3729.  Trustee:  Darlene 
Pieper, 920-625-6625.  Trustee:  Merlin Pieper, 920-485-
0287.  If you would like to donate flowers for any occasion, 
call any one of us!  Meets every third Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA:  President:  Ruth Pieper, 920-485-
0287.  Treasurer:  Anita Back, 920-349-3729.  Secretary:  
Marian Scharnell, 920-349-3302.  Mission & Growth:  Ruth 
Hintz 920625-3783.  Trustee:  Darlene Pieper, 920-625-6625.  
All confirmed women are warmly welcomed to all meetings!  
Calendars are posted throughout church. Our organization 
includes Lutheran women who gather for service, study, 
advocacy, fellowship and more.  WELCA embraces all kinds of 
ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to 
act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  To learn more, visit: 
WOMEN.ELCA@ELCA.ORG 
 
GATHERING THREADS:  A group of women who share the 
blessing of and passion for quilting!  Anita Back, Marian 
Scharnell, Jeanne Malterer, Ruth Hintz, Sheila Falkenthal, and 
Debbie Kendhammer make up this group.  These quilts are 
sent to Lutheran World Relief who disperses them all over 
the world.  Gathering and quilting is every Tuesday from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 

KROWS:  WORK spelled backward!  They are involved in all kinds of projects for the church.  Members:   
Bob Back, 920-349-3729.  Roy Rosenthal 920-625-3032.  Earl Diels 920-349-3990.  Merlin Pieper 920-
485-028, and Doug Kendhammer 920-349-3223. 
 

ORGANIST:   Ryan Nelson .    CHOIR DIRECTOR:   Sarah Nelson. 
 
As a congregation gathered together in the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we worship and 
praise Him!  Everyone has a unique talent and our hearts collectively offer our time and talents in His 
name.   TO GOD BE THE GLORY!  
 

 

Rev. Daniel Vojta M. Div. LMFT  
danielvojta@gmail.com 
262-510-3915 
 
Glen Falkenthal, Church Council 
President 
gdfalk@live.com 
920-988-0313 
 
Danielle Lenhardt, Vice President 
Djl1976@frontier.com 
920-382-0180 
 
Bob Back, Secretary 
gila6x6elk@yahoo.com 
920-349-3729 
 
Jill Anderson, Treasurer 
920-723-6942 
Jillan56@charter.net 
  
Nancy Connolly, Trustee 
mnrsconnolly@gmail.com 
414-588-3181 
 
Roy Rosenthal, Trustee 
roym52@hotmail.com 
920-625-3032 
 
Denise Kuehl, Church Secretary and 
Facebook Administrator 
stmichaelssecretary@gmail.com 
or denisekuehl@charter.net 
920-349-3944 or 920-988-3129 
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Waiting for Jesus with Prayer 

December marks the beginning of the season of Advent, a season of 

expectation, watching, and waiting for the birth of Christ, and for his coming 

again on the day of judgment. When Gail and I were blessed with children we 

decided that we would never lie to them about the existence of Santa Claus. 

We were committed to making Jesus Christ “the reason for the season”. 

However, we still kept the tradition of putting presents under the tree, 

because those gifts taught an important lesson about waiting. Waiting is the last thing we want to 

do. Waiting requires trust; it requires acknowledging our lack of control; it requires restraint and 

delayed satisfaction. But waiting during Advent is more than just not opening presents, it is about 

doing meaningful things to prepare us for a great reward. And one of the most important things we 

are called to do is to pray. 

We will be learning how to actively wait for Jesus with prayer as we celebrate together at a series of 

three Wednesday night worship services beginning December 5 at 6:30 PM at St. Michael’s Lutheran 

Church. Building on the theme of “Practicing Prayer ” we will explore different ways we can 

communicate with Jesus Christ until he comes again in glory. Each service will focus on a different 

aspect of prayer, such as: 

Contemplative Prayer - Wednesday December 5: 

In Luke 2:19 we are told that after the blessed virgin Mary had received the message from the 

Shepherds about the heavenly host singing to them, she “treasured up all these things and 

contemplated/pondered them in her heart”. During this evening service we will look at what it 

means for us to treasure the massage from God by constantly reflecting on the words of Scripture, 

diligently paying attention to what the Holy Spirit wants us to know and do.  As we practice this 

deep reflection from the heart we will find that we’re conforming to Mary’s way of prayer and 

honoring her in a way that Martin Luther suggests: "(She is the) highest woman and the noblest gem 

in Christianity after Christ … She is nobility, wisdom, and holiness personified. We can never honor 

her enough." (Sermon, Christmas, 1531) 

The Postures of Prayer - Wednesday December 12: 

Prayer is more than just a practice of the mind or spirit, it also includes the body. When we look to 

the Bible we find that people used their bodies in all sorts of ways when they communicated with 

God, for instance: 

• Abraham fell upon his face before God. (Genesis 17:3, 17.) 

• Moses prayed with his hands outstretched. (Exodus 9:27–29.) 

• King Solomon knelt in prayer. (I Kings 8:54.) 

• Jesus prayed looking up into heaven. (Mark 6:41, John 11:41, and 17:1.) 

Communicating with God does not require a certain physical position, but postures do express the 

attitudes of our hearts. As we gather together on this Wednesday evening. we will explore several 

different ways the Bible invites us to use our bodies to express what God is doing in our hearts. 



Praying the Psalms - Wednesday December 19: 

The Psalms were the divinely inspired hymnbook of ancient Israel (1 Chronicles 16:8–36). The 

psalms were not simply read, they were sung, and as a result they penetrate the hearts and minds of 

the people as only music can do. The Psalms were such a important part of the life of Jews in the 

first century that when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowd spontaneously greeted him by singing a 

line from a psalm (Mark 11:9; Psalm 118:26). The psalms were Jesus’s songbook. The hymn that 

Jesus sang at the Passover meal (Matthew  26:30; Mark 14:26) would have been the Great Hallel, 

Psalms 113–118. Psalms is the most-quoted book of the Bible, and it’s the one Jesus quotes most 

often. Indeed, Jesus said that the Psalms point to him: "This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 

Psalms." (Luke 24:44) On this Wednesday evening we will be exploring ways the Psalms can deepen 

our relationship with Jesus, and the life of the whole church as we gather for worship.. 

Let's Wait for Jesus Together! 

I’m really excited to be able to preach on the practice of prayer during this Advent season. I hope 

that you will invite your friends and neighbors. I’m also excited that we will be using the Joyous 

Light: Evening Prayer Service.  This liturgy is incredibly beautiful, and I trust that you and your 

guests will be blessed as we prepare ourselves to receive the most precious gift in the world, Jesus 

Christ, who came the first time as the humble child in Bethlehem, and who will come again in glory 

as the great Lord of all. Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Revelation 22:20. 

 

 

“O HOLY NIGHT”  Hymn History – Placide Cappeau de 
Roquemaure  

 
The strange and fascinating story of "O Holy Night" began in 
France, yet eventually made its way around the world. This 
seemingly simple song, inspired by a request from a clergyman, 
would not only become one of the most beloved anthems of all 
time, it would mark a technological revolution that would forever 
change the way people were introduced to music. 

       In 1847, Placide Cappeau de Roquemaure was the commissionaire of wines in a small 
French town. Known more for his poetry than his church attendance, it probably shocked 
Placide when his parish priest asked the commissionaire to pen a poem for Christmas mass. 
Nevertheless, the poet was honored to share his talents with the church. In a dusty coach 
traveling down a bumpy road to France's capital city, Placide Cappeau considered the 
priest's request. Using the gospel of Luke as his guide, Cappeau imagined witnessing the 
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. Thoughts of being present on the blessed night inspired him. 
By the time he arrived in Paris, "Cantique de Noel" had been completed. 
     Moved by his own work, Cappeau decided that his "Cantique de Noel" was not just a 
poem, but a song in need of a master musician's hand. Not musically inclined himself, the 
poet turned to one of his friends, Adolphe Charles Adams, for help.  
     The son of a well-known classical musician, Adolphe had studied in the Paris 
conservatoire. His talent and fame brought requests to write works for orchestras and 
ballets all over the world. Yet the lyrics that his friend Cappeau gave him must have 
challenged the composer in a fashion unlike anything he received from London, Berlin, or 



St. Petersburg.  
    As a man of Jewish ancestry, for Adolphe the words of "Cantique de Noel" represented a 
day he didn't celebrate and a man he did not view as the son of God. Nevertheless, Adams 
quickly went to work, attempting to marry an original score to Cappeau's beautiful words. 
Adams' finished work pleased both poet and priest. The song was performed just three 
weeks later at a Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.  
    Initially, "Cantique de Noel" was wholeheartedly accepted by the church in France and the 
song quickly found its way into various Catholic Christmas services. But when Placide 
Cappeau walked away from the church and became a part of the socialist movement, and 
church leaders discovered that Adolphe Adams was a Jew, the song--which had quickly 
grown to be one of the most beloved Christmas songs in France--was suddenly and 
uniformly denounced by the church. The heads of the French Catholic church of the time 
deemed "Cantique de Noel" as unfit for church services because of its lack of musical taste 
and "total absence of the spirit of religion." Yet even as the church tried to bury the 
Christmas song, the French people continued to sing it, and a decade later a reclusive 
American writer brought it to a whole new audience halfway around the world.    Not only 
did this American writer--John Sullivan Dwight--feel that this wonderful Christmas song 
needed to be introduced to America, he saw something else in the song that moved him 
beyond the story of the birth of Christ. An ardent abolitionist, Dwight strongly identified 
with the lines of the third verse: "Truly he taught us to love one another; his law is love and 
his gospel is peace. Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother; and in his name all 
oppression shall cease." The text supported Dwight's own view of slavery in the South. 
Published in his magazine, Dwight's English translation of "O Holy Night" quickly found 
favor in America, especially in the North during the Civil War.  Back in France, even though 
the song had been banned from the church for almost two decades, many commoners still 
sang "Cantique de Noel" at home. Legend has it that on Christmas Eve 1871, in the midst of 
fierce fighting between the armies of Germany and France, during the Franco-Prussian War, 
a French soldier suddenly jumped out of his muddy trench. Both sides stared at the 
seemingly crazed man. Boldly standing with no weapon in his hand or at his side, he lifted 
his eyes to the heavens and sang, "Minuit, Chretiens, c'est l'heure solennelle ou L'Homme 
Dieu descendit jusqu'a nous," the beginning of "Cantique de Noel."   After completing all 
three verses, a German infantryman climbed out his hiding place and answered with, "Vom 
Himmel noch, da komm' ich her. Ich bring' euch gute neue Mar, Der guten Mar bring' ich so 
viel, Davon ich sing'n und sagen will," the beginning of Martin Luther's robust "From Heaven 
Above to Earth I Come."  The story goes that the fighting stopped for the next twenty-four 
hours while the men on both sides observed a temporary peace in honor of Christmas day. 
Perhaps this story had a part in the French church once again embracing "Cantique de Noel" 
in holiday services. 

 
 

 
 
***Picture Reginald Fessenden 
 
Adams had been dead for many years and Cappeau and Dwight were 
old men when on Christmas Eve 1906, Reginald Fessenden--a 33-year-
old university professor and former chief chemist for Thomas Edison--
did something long thought impossible. Using a new type of 
generator, Fessenden spoke into a microphone and, for the first time 
in history, a man's voice was broadcast over the airwaves: "And it 



came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed," he began in a clear, strong voice, hoping he was reaching across the 
distances he supposed he would.  Shocked radio operators on ships and astonished wireless 
owners at newspapers sat slack-jawed as their normal, coded impulses, heard over tiny 
speakers, were interrupted by a professor reading from the gospel of Luke. To the few who 
caught this broadcast, it must have seemed like a miracle--hearing a voice somehow 
transmitted to those far away. Some might have believed they were hearing the voice of an 
angel.  Fessenden was probably unaware of the sensation he was causing on ships and in 
offices; he couldn't have known that men and women were rushing to their wireless units to 
catch this Christmas Eve miracle. After finishing his recitation of the birth of Christ, 
Fessenden picked up his violin and played "O Holy Night," the first song ever sent through 
the air via radio waves. When the carol ended, so did the broadcast--but not before music 
had found a new medium that would take it around the world.  Since that first rendition at 
a small Christmas mass in 1847, "O Holy Night" has been sung millions of times in churches 
in every corner of the world. 

 

 

 

 In our Prayers 
 

Bob Back, John Metzger, Arlene Jackson, Mary Nelson, Andrew Heckl, Megan 
Kreitzman, Braydon Stacey, Jean Doerfert, and Wendy Hattori. 
 
“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts I him and I am helped.” 

Psalm 28:7 
         
 

 
 

Brady Held   -  December 7     Robert Back  -  December 8     Tatum Kluewer – December 10 
 

Darlene Pieper – December 20     Todd Heckl – December 21    
   

Michelle Kluewer – December 23     Jill Anderson – December 26 
 

Dan Hintz – December 30   
 



 
 
 

December Worship Times are as follows: 
 
**Midweek Advent worship services starting December 5th  on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.  St. Michael’s          
    only 
**Christmas Eve Worship Service:  St. Michael’s 6:00 p.m.  Zion 8:00 p.m. 
**Christmas Day Worship Service:  St. Michael’s 10:00 a.m.  Zion 8:00 a.m. 
 
Looking Ahead 2019:  Worship time change:  From January 6th  thru April 28th :  St. Michael’s 
8:00 a.m.  Zion 10:00 a.m.   
 
 
 
 

 
               
St. Michael’s Annual Cookie Walk and Craft Fair will be held on 
Saturday, December 8th from Nine a.m. until NOON.    There’s still 
time to sign up for donating cookies/candies  - sign up sheets are 
located on the table in the narthex.   Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



DECEMBER 2018 

 

GREETER COMM. ASST. USHERS READER ACOLYTE COUNTERS 
12/2 

June Cowen 
 

Holly Oleshko 
Anita Back 

 
Earl Diels 

Clay Falkenthal 

 
Jill Anderson 

 
Erin Lenhardt 

 

 
Don, Denise 

12/9 
Deb Falkenthal 

  
Krystl Held 

Cliff Falkenthal 

 
Don Baumann 

 
Hollie Lenhardt 

 
Don, Denise 

12/16 
Sheila 

Falkenthal 
 

 

Don Baumann 
Deb Falkenthal 

Dan Hintz 
Jeremy 

Kluewer 

 
Glen Falkenthal 

 

Ariel Nelson 

 
Beth, Kristine 

12/23 
Kristine Heckl 

  
Dan Kuehl 

Kelly 
Kreitzman 

 
Jeanne 

Malterer 

 
Mia Oleshko 

 
Beth, Kristine 

12/24 
Leah Holz 

  
Tad Rinehart 

Roy Rosenethal 

 
Sara Nelson 

 
Katie Rinehart 

 
Jeanne, Bob 

12/25 
Denise Kuehl 

 
Krystl Held 

Glen Falkenthal 

 
Jacob Anderson 
Mark Connolly 

 
Holly Oleshko 

 
Allison Heckl 

 
Jeanne, Bob 

 

  Fellowship in December is provided by Don and Judy Baumann.  Thank you! 

Cleaners for December are Denise and Glen. 

 



DECEMBER 2018 

Sunday 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2     STM 
Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
S.S. 9:00 a.m. 
Communion 
Bible Study 

3 4 
Gathering 
Threads 
9:00 a.m. 

5 
Midweek 
Advent 
Worship 
Service 6:30 
p.m. 

6 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

7 8 

9  STM 
Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
Bible Study  
S.S. 9:00 a.m. 
 

10 
Church 
Council 6:30 

11 
Gathering 
Threads 
9:00 a.m. 

12 
Midweek 
Advent 
Worship 
Service 6:30 
p.m. 

13 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

14 15 

16  STM 
Worship 
10:00 a.m 
Christmas 
Program 
Communion 

17 18 
Gathering 
Threads 
9:00 a.m. 

19 
Midweek 
Advent 
Worship 
Service 6:30 
p.m. 
 

20 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

21 22 

23  STM 
Worship 
10:00 a.m.  
Bible Study 
 

24  
Christmas 
Eve   STM 
Worship  
6:00 p.m. 
Zion 8:00 
p.m. 
 

25  
Christmas 
Day   STM 
Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
Zion 8:00 
a.m.  
Communion 

26 27 
Midweek 
Prayer 
Service Zion 
6:00 p.m. 

28 29 

30  STM 
Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
Communion 
 
 

      

 

 
Articles for the Bulletin are due on Thursdays of each week and for the Messenger by the last 

Monday of the month.  Email Denise Kuehl at stmichaelssecretary@gmail.com or 
denisekuehl@charter.net OR call her at 920-349-3944 (church) or 920-988-3129. 
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Church Council Meeting minutes November 12, 2018 

Vice president Danielle ran the meeting. Glen Falkenthal was absent.  

Pastor Dan opened with a prayer. 

Joint Meeting with Zion to take place 11-13-2018 

Agenda approved. 

October minutes approved as presented. 

Financial report-Danielle will be getting out a special thank you to Paul Beine. 

Pastor Dan reported that he will use vacation for Thanksgiving November 22nd to the 25th to 
Minnesota. 

He will also be doing a home visit to 5 families. 

Advent service at 6:30 PM on December 5, 12, & 19. 

Cookie Walk will take place December 8th at St. Michaels. 9 AM-12 PM. 5 vendors will attend. 

Christmas Eve Service the 24th at 6:00 PM 

Christmas Service 10 AM on the 25th. 

Danielle will be doing the Christmas Program for the kids on the 16th at 10:00 AM.   They will be 
presenting Symbols of the Church. 

Newsletter additions due to Denise Kuehl by November 23rd. 

December 10th will be the next meeting at 6:30 PM. 

Motion to adjourn by Roy R. Seconded by Nancy Connolly.  

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted by Robert Back 

 

 

 



 
 

OCTOBER 2018 FINANCE STATEMENT 

 

 
October  2018          
             
General Fund Income           
    Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 MTD   
  Offerings  $1,295.00 $7,350.00 $345.00 $1,289.00 $0.00 $10,279.00   
  Loose Plate $3.00 $30.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $33.00   
  Donations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00   
  Bucket  $8.05 $13.64 $0.00 $61.08 $0.00 $82.77   
  Memorials $0.00 $0.00 $40.00 $20.00 $0.00 $60.00   
  Other  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00   
        TOTALS $10,454.77   
             
General Fund Expenses     * $10,789.57   
             
Ending Balance       -$334.80   
                    

           
 
 
 
*We need $2204.81/week or $8819.22/month in our general fund offerings to meet our    
regular monthly expenses and our weekly mortgage payments.      

           
Balance on Mortgage (as of 10-31-2018): $207,018.87       

           
Memorials:           

 In memory of Anne Beine from Ruth & Dan Hintz      

 In memory of Anne Beine from Clay & Sheila Falkenthal     

 In memory of Sara Beine from Paul Beine (omitted from last month)    

 In memory of Judy Perschke from Bob & Anita Back (omitted from last month)   

           

           

           

           

           

           



           

           

           
 

 
 

 

 

In gathering together, God is forming us into a community of faith and service, a community 

that is generous, gracious, forgiving and welcoming!  As often as it is 

served, you are welcome to participate in Holy Communion, to receive 

the grace of Jesus Christ in bread and wine.  If you are in need of 

assistance of any kind or need help knowing what to do in worship, a 

nearby friendly face will be happy to help.  There are also activity bags 

for small children readily available as you come into the sanctuary.  

Know that whoever you are, wherever you are from, you are always welcome to join us in 

worship!  

** You may reach Pastor Dan Vojta at 262-510-3915. 

 

ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

920-349-3944 

stmichaelssecretary@gmail.com 

N4911 Gray Rd. P.O. Box 96 Hustisford, WI  53034 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK!  

OR visit our Website:  stmhustisford.org 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


