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Eyes in the Back of My Head 

 
     I was as mischievous as any other child in my early years and tried 
to hide my bad behavior to avoid getting into trouble.  Yet my mother 
usually found out what I had done.  I recall being amazed at how 
quickly and accurately she knew about my antics.  When I marveled 
and asked how she knew, she always replied, “I have eyes in the back 
of my head.”  This of course, led me to study her head whenever she’d 
turn her back-were the eyes invisible or merely cloaked by her red 
hair?  As I grew, I gave up looking for evidence of her extra pair of 
eyes and realized I just wasn’t as sneaky as I had supposed.  Her 
watchful gaze was evidence of her loving concern for her children. 
        As grateful as I am for my mother’s attentive care (despite being 
occasionally disappointed I hadn’t gotten away with something!), I’m 
even more grateful that God “sees all mankind” as He looks upon us 
from heaven. (Psalm 33:13).  He sees so much more than what we do; 
he sees our sadness, our delights, and our love for one another. 
         God sees our true character and always knows exactly what we 
need.  With perfect vision, which even sees the inner workings of our 
hearts, He watches over those who love Him and put their hope in him.  
He’s our attentive, loving father.    
 
 

Taken with Copyright permission from Our Daily Bread 
 

 
 
 

 

 

“From heaven the Lord looks 

down and sees all mankind; from 

his dwelling place he watches all 

who live on earth-he who forms 

the hearts of all, who considers 

everything they do.” 

 

  Psalm 33:13-15 

 

 
 



 

OUR GROUPS AND COMMITTEES-JOIN US! 

Altar Guild:  We provide flowers each Sunday and prepare for 
communion, baptisms, funerals, church holidays and 
decorating the sanctuary and narthex for all church seasons.  
President:  Denise Kuehl, 920-988-3129.  Secretary: Jeanne 
Malterer 920-349-8853.  Treasurer:  Bob Scharnell 920-349-
3302.  Trustee:  Anita Back 920-349-3729.  Trustee:  Darlene 
Pieper, 920-625-6625.  Trustee:  Merlin Pieper, 920-485-
0287.  If you would like to donate flowers for any occasion, 
call any one of us!  Meets every third Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA:  President:  Ruth Pieper, 920-485-
0287.  Treasurer:  Anita Back, 920-349-3729.  Secretary:  
Marian Scharnell, 920-349-3302.  Mission & Growth:  Ruth 
Hintz 920625-3783.  Trustee:  Darlene Pieper, 920-625-6625.  
All confirmed women are warmly welcomed to all meetings!  
Calenders are posted throughout church. Our organization 
includes Lutheran women who gather for service, study, 
advocacy, fellowship, and more.  WELCA embraces all kinds of 
ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to 
act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  To learn more, visit: 
WOMEN.ELCA@ELCA.ORG 
GATHERING THREADS:  A group of women who share the 
blessing of and passion for quilting!  Anita Back, Marian 
Scharnell, Jeanne Malterer, Ruth Hintz, Sheila Falkenthal, 
Shirley Riotta, and Debbie Kendhammer make up this group.  
These quilts are sent to Lutheran World Relief who disperses 
them all over the world.  Gathering and quilting is every 
Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
KROWS:  WORK spelled backward!  They are involved in all 
kinds of projects for the church.  Members:   Bob Back, 920-
349-3729.  Roy Rosenthal 920-625-3032.  Earl Diels 920-349-
3990.  Merlin Pieper 920-485-028, and Doug Kendhammer 
920-349-3223. 
 

ORGANIST:   Ryan Nelson     CHOIR DIRECTOR:   Sarah Nelson 
 
As a congregation gathered together in the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we 
worship and praise Him!  Everyone has a unique talent and our hearts collectively offer our time and 
talents in His name.   TO GOD BE THE GLORY!  

Pastor:  Rev. Daniel Vojta M. Div. 
LMFT  
danielvojta@gmail.com 
262-510-3915 
 

 
 
Glen Falkenthal, Church Council 
President 
gdfalk@live.com 
920-988-0313 
Tessa Pieper, Church Council Vice 
President 
pieper_tessa@hotmail.com 
920-710-4711  
Danielle Lenhardt,  Secretary 
djl1976@frontier.com 
920-382-0180 
Jill Anderson,  Treasurer 
jillan56@charter.net 
920-723-6942 
Anita Back, Trustee 
back.acthusty@yahoo.com 
920-988-9915 
Roy Rosenthal, Trustee 
roym52@hotmail.com 
920-625-3032 
 

 
 
Denise Kuehl, Church Secretary 
and Facebook Administrator 
stmichaelssecretary@gmail.com 
or denisekuehl@charter.net 
920-349-3944 or 920-988-3129 
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How to walk with those who are grieving 

Jesus wept. John 11:35  

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Romans 12:15 

 

Over these years I’ve have spent a lot of my time with people who are grieving. And as I’ve 

grown older, I’ve had many opportunities to experience grief as I have had to bury friends, 

family, and parishioners whom I have come to know and love as family. As I spent some time 

with people over the last couple of months some of them have asked me how to help those who 

are grieving the loss of a loved one. If you are one of those people, I invite you to call me 24/7 

and I’d be more than willing to talk to you about how to walk with those who are living in the 

midst of bereavement. However, it is my hope that this very short article will help you get some 

small idea of what it means to “weep with those who weep”, and honor God as you do. 

 

• Acknowledge that it can be extremely awkward. 

o And as you spend time with grieving people you may find that you are reminded of 

your own pain at losing a loved one. And I want you to know that this is a sign that 

you are human, that you value life, and this is actually a good thing. 

• Be there. 

o There is no way that you can relieve their pain or solve their problems, but you can 

bring Jesus to them by being with them in their sorrows. Remember that when the 

apostle Paul “says Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” 

(Romans 12:15), he is giving you a command that is binding as any other in the 

Scriptures. 

• Keep it simple. 

o Just say something. When in doubt you can always say, “I don’t know what to 

say.” You’d be amazed by how many times that simple confession has made a 

huge difference in the lives of those grieving the loss of a loved one. This is true 

because what you’re saying is “I don’t know what to say but I’m here for you.” 

• Honor their grief  

o When we’re grieving, we want to know that the person we’re talking to recognize 

how significant our loss has been. We minimize others’ loss when we talk about 

what could be worse, or that they should be grateful instead of sad.  

• Keep saying the name of the person who died. 

o I always feel better when I hear people talk about my mom and dad as David and 

Patty. They weren’t just my parents, as though they were abstract constructs, or 

roles that could be filled by just anyone. My mom and dad were, and are, real 

people. Hearing their names makes them come alive in my heart, if only for a few 

moments. 

• Helpful things to say to those who are grieving 

o “I’m so sorry for your loss.” 

o “I’m so sad with you.” 

o “I really miss [name].” 

o “I can remember when [name] .. [Tell a story]” 



o “You can be sure that [name] will not be forgotten. I will never forget him.” 

o “One of my favorite memories of [name] is . . .” 

o “I thought of [name] the other day when . . .” 

o “I don’t know if I have anything to say that would make this okay. But I do want 

you to know how much I care.” 

o “I don’t know why this has happened.” 

o “I’m so sorry you have to go through this.”  

o “I miss him/her too.” 

o “I’m here to listen as long as you need me to.”  

o “I see your dad’s smile in your smile.”  

o “What was he/she like?” 

 

Pray… Pray… Pray 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

There is so much more that I could say about walking with people who are grieving the loss of 

someone, but I will conclude with an admonition to keep them in your prayers. When you 

intercede for those who are grieving in your prayers you are living out your call to be a follower 

of Jesus. When you pray for those who are grieving you honor them, and you honor the God 

that has placed them in your life. Pray, pray, pray, and then pray some more. And when you 

have run out of words in your prayers, offer up your groanings, and as you do you’ll know that 

the Holy Spirit is present, as the apostle Paul reminds “us Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes 

for us with groanings too deep for words.” (Romans 8:26).  

 

 

 

 
 

Phyllis Reinsch, Ruth Pieper, Drew Gordon Bestor, Sharry Lenhardt, Niel Jensen, Bob Back, Arlene Jackson, 
Mary Nelson, Andrew Heckl, Braydon Stacey, and Wendy Hattori. 

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him and he helps me.”  

          Psalm 28:7 

 



JUNE 2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
1 

2 
Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
Confirmation   
Communion 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Worship 9:30 
a.m.  
ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL 

10  Church 
Council Mtg. 
6:30 

 

11 12 13 14 
Flag Day 
 

 

15 

16  Worship 
10:00 a.m.  
Communion 
Fellowship 
hosted by 
Ruth and Dan 
Hintz 

17 
 
 

18 19 20 21 
 

 

22 

23 24 
Women’s Mtg. 
3:30  

 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 
Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
 

      

 

 

 

 



JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

Greeter Communion 

Asst. 

Ushers Reader Acolyte Counters 

6/2 
 

Bob 
Scharnell 

 
Anita Back 

Don 
Baumann 

 
Tad Rinehart 

Dan Kuehl 

 
Jeanne 

Malterer 

 
Ariel Nelson 

 
Beth, 

6/9 
 

Jill 
Anderson 

 
 

 
Roy Rosenthal 

Jacob 
Anderson 

 
Sarah Nelson 

 
Mia Oleshko 

 
Beth, 

6/16 
 

Anita Back 

Deb 
Falkenthal 

Glen 
Falkenthal 

 
Mark Connolly 

Earl Diels 

 
Holly Oleshko 

 
Katie 

Rinehart 

 
Anita & 
Jeanne 

6/23 
 

Don 
Baumann 

 Clay 
Falkenthal 

Cliff 
Falkenthal 

 
Mia Oleshko 

 
Allison Heckl 

 
Anita & 
Jeanne 

6/30 
 

Nancy 
Connolly 

 
No 

Communion 

 
Krystl Held 
Dan Hintz 

 
Darlene 
Pieper 

 
Brady Held 

 
Denise & 

Don 

 
Fellowship this month is provided by Ruth and Dan Hintz.  Thank you! 
 
 
HELP!  We need a cleaner for June!  We are down to 8 cleaning people, some have doubled 
up months.  Please think about signing up. 
 
 



 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 9TH, 2019  (Worship will be at 9:30 a.m. that day) 
 

Serving from 10:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
 

**Homemade cakes and tortes 
**Hot fudge sundaes 
**Fresh strawberry sundaes 
**Sandwiches:  hot beef, hot turkey, and hot dogs 
**Homemade potato salad 
 
We are still looking for more food items, table servers, and kitchen helpers.  Please take a 
look at the sign-up sheets on the table in the narthex! 
 

Sponsored by St. Michael’s Church Women and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
 

                                                                   
 
 
 
 

 
St. Michael’s will be confirming Erin Lenhardt and Allison Heckl on June 2nd!   Best wishes ladies as you 
reaffirm your baptism and deepen your relationship with God.  Your church family congratulates you! 
 
 
 



      
 
 

HYMN HISTORY:  On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 
Author Samuel Stennett 

 
     Samuel Stennett, the Seventh Day Baptist who wrote “On Jordan’s Stormy 
Banks,” originally titled it “Heaven Anticipated,” a sentiment that later 
comforted a dying twenty-one-year-old spy.   
      Sam Davis was a student in Nashville when the Civil War broke out.  He 

joined the Confederate Army and proved such a fearless soldier that he was selected for an elite group of 
spies named, “Coleman’s Scouts.”  Sam excelled as an undercover agent.  Once he even shared a table at 
Nashville’s St. Cloud Hotel with General William Rosecrans, listening to a discussion of Yankee battle 
plans. 
      In November 1863, Sam was seized in Giles County, Tennessee, and thrown into jail.  The maps and 
papers under his saddle exposed him as a spy.  His captors promised to spare his life if he would only 
reveal the identity of this mysterious “Coleman.” 
      Sam refused, and it fell to Private C.B. Van Pelt to inform him of his sentence.  “I read him a copy of his 
death sentence,” Van Pelt later sad.  “A reprieve was extended which I also read to him, if he would inform 
us where ‘Coleman’ was.  He stood before me, an uncrowned hero, his eyes flashing, and said: ‘I will die a 
thousand deaths rather than betray my friends.’  We were both moved to tears and remained silent for a 
time. 
     Unknown to the Yankee soldiers, “Coleman” was really Dr. H.B. Shaw, who, at that moment was being 
held in an adjacent cell and who was later released. 
      On the eve of his execution, Sam wrote to his dear mother, saying:  “Oh, how painful it is to write you!  I 
have got to die tomorrow morning-to be hanged by the Federals.  Mother, do not grieve for me.  I must bid 
you good-bye forevermore.” 
      Chaplain James Young spent the day before the hanging praying with Sam.  That night in a small 
worship service, Sam asked if they would sing, “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks.”  Young later said he would 
never forget the young soldier’s animated voice as he sang:  “I am bound for the Promised Land; I am 
bound for the Promised Land.” 
       Today there is a monument honoring Sam Davis on the grounds of the Tennessee State Capitol.  
Underneath are the words:  “Greater love hath no man that this that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.”   (John 15:13) 
 

 
 

Scarlett Kluewer – June 1st   Cheryl Rosenthal – June 3rd   Hollie Lenhardt – June 3rd 

Norma Falkenthal – June 4th     Erin Lenhardt – June 9th    Tina Rinehart – June 10th 

Jeanne Malterer – June 14th     Adam Falkenthal – June 15th    June Cowen – June 19th 

Robert Dumanch – June 20th   Daniel Kuehl – June 30th  

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

JUNE COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
I. On May 13, 2019 the St. Michael’s church meeting was called to order at 6:34. Pastor opened with a 
prayer.  
II. Jill make a motion second by Roy to approve agenda.  
III. April minutes approved as written  
IV. April financial report still not looking good. Mortgage is under$ 200,000 Payed out for synod 
Assembly was the only different expense. Financial report approved as written.  
V. Data use is over by almost 65 gigabytes. Glen called about this issues. Glen is going to call again to see 
times that the data was used that went with the days of the high usage. We are issued 14 gigabytes per 
month. Glen talked to someone about paying bill off in three times. Looking into changing password. 
VI. Pastor report had a lot of fun with the Easter service.  Mental health should be a big priority. Pastor is 
going on vacation with his family. Sunday June 30 we will need a sub.  
VII. Resignation of Bob Back. Someone will be  appointed. Anita Back will pointed. Danielle made a 
motion seconded by Tessa to appoint Anita to fill out Bob Back’s term.  
XIII. Trying to see where fee list would be. Pastor says that if the service is in the hymnal book we don’t 
charge. If service is offered for non-member we maybe should charge a fee. Also who should be paid. Also 
need a list of guidelines. Pastor said that the church musicians should be asked first before bring 
someone else into the church to play.  Glen will looking into some of the guidelines. This will be tabled 
until next Mounts  Meeting. 
Easter Breakfast went well 253.81 for free will offering.  
X. Confirmation for Zion is May 19. St. Michael’s June 2.  
Also on June 2 is an open house Norma’s 90 birthday.  
XII. Joint meeting with Zion. Pastor would like to have a 9:30 service for June 9th for ice cream social here 
at St. Michael’s.  
XIII. We need to try to get the younger (30ish) people more involved.  Pastor would like us to Read the 
Srappy Church. When we have visitors how can we approach them. How could we do Vacation Bible 
School. How can we get a youth meeting together. Could we change Sunday School times? Let’s table this 
talk, give us some time  to think about ideas on how we can do it.  
XIV. No other information brought forward. Please have any info to Denise by May 23.  
XV. Next Meeting is Monday June 10 at 6:30.  
Roy made a motion seconded by Anita to end the meeting at 8:00pm with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Submitted by Danielle Lenhardt  
 
 
 



                            
 
 

MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 
 

March 2019         
            
General Fund Income          
    Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 MTD  

  
Offering
s  

$1,375.0
0 $1,105.00 

$1,016.0
0 

$1,360.0
0 

$1,962.0
0 

$6,818.0
0  

  Loose Plate $5.00 $60.24 $32.00 $26.00 $23.00 $146.24  
  Donations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  
  Bucket  $9.27 $34.28 $14.45 $27.75 $27.99 $113.74  
  Memorials $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $80.00 $80.00  
  Other  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  

        TOTALS 
$7,157.9

8  
            

General Fund Expenses     * 
$6,408.2

4  
            
Ending Balance       $749.74  
                   

          
*We need $2209.72/week or $8838.88/month in our general fund offerings to meet our   
regular monthly expenses and our weekly mortgage payments.     

          

Balance on Mortgage (as of 03-31-2019): 
$200,264.8

0      

          
Memorial
s:          

 In memory of Bernice Breitkreutz:      

  Adam Falkenthal       

  Cliff & Deb Falkenthal      

  Bob & Marian Scharnell      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 

April 2019         
            
General Fund Income          
    Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 MTD  

  
Offering
s  

$1,912.0
0 $1,001.00 

$2,450.3
4 $607.00 

$1,962.0
0 

$7,932.3
4  

  Loose Plate $24.00 $0.00 $188.00 $3.00 $23.00 $238.00  
  Donations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $253.81 $0.00 $253.81  
  Bucket  $12.83 $12.48 $16.71 $11.81 $27.99 $81.82  
  Memorials $50.00 $20.00 $45.00 $435.00 $80.00 $630.00  
  Other  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  

        TOTALS 
$9,135.9

7  
            

General Fund Expenses     * 
$7,765.0

5  
            

Ending Balance       

$1,370.9
2  

                   

          
*We need $2160.57/week or $8642.25/month in our general fund offerings to meet our   
regular monthly expenses and our weekly mortgage payments.     

          

Balance on Mortgage (as of 04-30-2019): 
$199,440.3

1      

          
Memorial
s:          

 In memory of Bernice Breitkreutz:      

  Bob & Anita Back       

  

Dan & Denise 
Kuehl       

  Kirk & Mari Kaul       

 In memory of Howard Ninmann:      

  Merlin & Ruth Pieper 
Don & Judy 
Baumann    

  Cliff & Deb Falkenthal Ryan & Sarah Nelson    

  Morry & Eileen Schwandt Kelly & Terri Kreitzman   

  Scott & Beth Scharnell Mark & Nancy Connolly   

  Bob & Marian Scharnell Russ & Sandy Weiss    

  Dan & Lori Simon  Ken & Ruth Wegener    

  Edgar & Florence Ninmann Vilas & Verne Hundt    

  

Chris & Kim 
Rymer  Kirk & Mari Kaul    

  Milton & Rosie Wegner Phil & Sherry Nehls    
 



 

 

 

         

Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church ELCA 

Post Office Box 96 

Hustisford, Wisconsin  53034 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK!  

Want this in your inbox? 

If you use email, sign up to receive this in your 

inbox! 

  Send your request to 

stmichaelssecretary@gmail.com 

Visit our website at: 

stmhustisford.org 

 
  

Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.  We practice open communion. All are welcome at Saint Michael’s. 
  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


